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will care for itself, if the condition has not been present too long. In 
cases of long standing, the turbinates undergo structural changes which 
render them unfit to perform their natural duties, and they are unable to 
resume their natural form and size. Such turbinate structures some- 
times require partial removal to allow normal nasal breathing. 

Actual or partial loss of the sense of smell is not uncommon. Com- 
plete loss of smell may be due to a destruction of the nerve terminals 
in the nose, but it is more apt to be due to a simpler cause. In many 
cases the nose is so swollen, the air is unable to reach the nerve ter- 
minals and is thus unable to stimulate the nerve. In one of my cases 
the sense of smell returned after being absent sixteen years. This 
occurred after a large number of polypi were removed. A number 
of other cases have regained the sense of smell after having lost it 
from a few months to several years. Loss of the sense of smell ex- 
poses persons to more or less danger, as they are unable to recognize 
irritating or dangerous substances, such as illuminating gas or smoke. 



IMPROVISING 

By HELEN W. KELLY, R.N. 

Chicago, Illinois 



An improvised wheel chair, devised by Mrs. H. E. Hayward of the 
Indianapolis Public Health Nurse Association, consists of an ordinary 
rocking chair, with two pairs of roller skates firmly strapped to the 
rockers. As roller skates are to be found in most families, this sugges- 
tion may be helpful to the private duty nurse. 



